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ghouTEgIs: (Sakala Sastra Sitra Kosa)

(Illustrating vidyasthanas, overview of 4 Sastras and brahma sutras.)

Introduction - How it all began?
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1. 3.9, P.N. shieaEmm:

By the time I had completed Divya prabandham
and kramanta Krishna YajurVeda study under
the feet of my late father and Late Sri U.Ve.
VedaKovida Melma Tirumalachar [my sister’s
husband], during the years 1981-83, I was
blessed to be guided by Sri U.Ve. Pappakurichi
" N Srinivasachar (Sri P.N. Srinivasan), a very
- noble and pious devotee of Sri Lakshminrisimha
and HH 40" Azhagiyasingar {and who had had
‘sakshatkara’ (direct vision) of Sri
Lakshminrisimha}, to study Sastras, which, he
. graciously foretold, would benefit the sampradaya
later.

| He was very generous to buy me the books of
~ all sastras that I wanted, and this spurred me to

| undertake their study. Thus, resulted the ‘Sakala-
| Sastra-Sutra-Kosa’, written in some structured
form, which is the culmination of the study to
organise the information contained in the ‘Sutra’s
[primary treatises of ‘rishi’s - propounder Seers]
of the Sastras. This later led to my pursuing the
creation of digital version of the “Ancient Indian
Scientific KnowledgeBase” from them at C-DAC.

I present a glimpse of this effort in this article.
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Human Intellectual Pursuits

All Intellectual Pursuits are classified
into three levels of learning

Experience Worship Meditation

Sciences

Practice
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Knowledge Classification
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Apara Vidya

Tasmitsaigamadhitvaiva Brahm aloké Mahivaté
(Jiianam - Sangopanga véda jianam)

Rgveda || Yajurveda|| Simaveda || Atharvaveda

Vedangani S (Mouth) (Feet) (Ears) (Eyes) (Hands)
S1ksa Vyvakaranam | | Chandah || Niruktam || Jvautisam Kalpah

| [ [ ]

Upangant imamsa Puranam Nyayavistarah | | Dharmasastram

i v, TR
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Sl.No Vidya-sthana
RgVeda

YajurVeda
Sama Veda

Atharva Veda
Shiksha

Vyakarana
Chandas
Nirukta
Jyautisha

Kalpa

Mimamsa

NyayaVistara
Purana-s

Dharmashastra

[56 |

Category
Veda

Veda
Veda

Veda
Vedanga

Vedanga
Vedanga
Vedanga
Vedanga

Vedanga

Upanga

Upanga
Upanga

Upanga

Form
Mantra

Yajus
Poems

Mantra
Sutra

Aspect
process

practice
praise

propitiation
Phonetics

Grammar
Metric/prosody
Etymology
Astronomy

Ritualistic

Epistemology

Metaphysics

Mythology

Moral codes

Details

accented hymns, universal prayers, efficacy in redtation with proper intonation
— gratitude and humility

accented text, ritual applications and knowledge abstraction by symbalism —
enterprise and creativity

accented and musical notes, efficacy in sonorosity with curative effects
accented verses, efficacy in error-correction and enhancing power

Science of sound production, its origin, accent, duration, effort, physiological
features, time-invariant standards for pronunciation etc. [Nose]

Science of words, lexical, syntactic and base/ stem and prefix/in-fix/suffix,
compounding etc. with meaning relation [mouth]

rhyme, modulation, emotive effects [Feet]

literal/word meaning relations, exegesis, processes thereof[Ears]

sacrificial temporal issues, effects of planets, time units, efficacy in achieving
desired results [Eyes]

Applications of Vedic hymns and text for obtaining desired fruit, conventions,
morals, rectitude [Hands]

Sources and Instruments of knowledge, sentence, coherence, semantics,
pragmatics, sense-disambiguation maxims etc. Applications to daily life,
philosophy, factors in determining consciousness etc.

Logic, syllogism, factors for perceptive, inferential and verbal cognitions, word-
meaning and sentence semantic extraction

Epics, fables, legends, ideology, historical accounts, examples, episodes,
messages on social and human values

social behaviour, order, harmonious relation ships, character, conduct and
rectitude in individual, legal and economic/ businesss activities, various
purposes of life, ethics etc.

i . TR
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Knowledge Base

The KnowledgeBase comprises the Sastras of all branches of learning in sastraic
literature.

+ Three levels of learning are identified, viz. Upasana - Experience (consciousness),
Jnana - Knowledge (pure Science) and Kala - SKkill (applied science).

Sastras dealing with these are called Para Vidya, Apara Vidya and Kala. Para Vidya
or Brahma Vidya, numbering 32 and Nyasa Vidya, deals with meditation and self-
realisation on the basis of Upanishad portion of Vedas (scriptural texts). These are
elaborated in Brahma Sutras of sage Vyasa.

The Sastras have classified all knowledge (Apara Vidya-s) into FOURTEEN subjects
of study or Vidyasthanas which include the four Vedas (scnptures} six Vedic
auxiliary sciences” (Vedangas) and four supplementary subjects (Upangas)

The angas and upangas of Vedas are used for the proper interpretation of the Vedic
texts, which are the sole repository of all knowledge leading to various attainments
(material and spiritual).

The kalas, applied Sciences, numbering 64, cover the various fine arts and crafts,
classical literature, medicine, engineering, technology, sculpture, architecture,
aesthetics, gemology, metallurgy, meteorology ..

The four Upa-Vedas are Ayurveda, DhanurVeda, GandharvaVeda and ArthaSastra/
Sthapatya

All these also have four phases each, viz, I.earnin Reflectin Practice and
Propagation.
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Indic Knowledge Landscape
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